Farmworkers in
Northwest Iowa
A Capitals Framework

Sioux County is an Agricultural Leader
• The county is first in Iowa:

•in hog production

• in dairy production
• in egg production
• in fed cattle
• in sheep production
• Animal and crop agriculture receipts are each $10 billion
• Manufacturing is also important (mostly ag-related)
• Sioux County was settled by Dutch farmers in the latter
part of the 19th Century
• Latinos and other immigrants began arriving in the early
part of the 21st Century

2010

(2016 figures)

Age and migration and work history of respondents
In how many U.S. States have you
lived? (N = 21)

1 (Iowa)

4
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2 states
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3 states

4 states

Question

Mean

Median

How old are you?

34.6

33

How long have your
worked at this farm?

4.12 yrs

3 yrs

How long have you lived
in or near Sioux County

9.3 yrs.

8.5 yrs

How long have you lived
in the U.S.?

11.9 yrs

12 yrs

Human Capital
How well do you handle English?

Summary:
• 2/3 of farmworkers understand English well or O.K.
• Half speak and read English poorly
• Nearly ¾ write English poorly

Understand

Speak

Write

5
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Read

80

Human Capital -- % of farmworkers receiving
and wanting training in livestock care, NW
% that received training - English
Iowa, 2018

70

% that received training - Spanish

60

% wanting training

50

% uninterested in training
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Feeding animals (26)

Animal nutrition (19)

Animal health (25)

Animal welfare (25)

Preparing cows for
milking (22)

Human Capital
Conclusions regarding training in animal care
• Most training is done in Spanish. We do not know
whether the training is done by a native Spanish speaker.
• It appears that there are instances in which training is
conducted in English that some workers receiving
training do not speak and understand English well.
• The greatest demands for training are for 1) animal
welfare, 2) animal nutrition, and 3) animal feeding.
• Apparently, the greatest deficit in Spanish-speaking
trainers is in animal welfare. In most all other topics,
Spanish language training is more prevalent than is
training in English.
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Human Capital -- % of farmworkers receiving/wanting
training in the human side of livestock raising, NW Iowa
% that received
2018training - English
% that received training - Spanish
% wanting training

50

% uninterested in training
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Food safety (25)

Pesticide
Worker safety (25) Human relations
application (22)
(24)

Preventing and
reporting sexual
abuse (25)

Sexual abuse
Financial literacy
training (women
(26)
only) (7)

Training conclusions re the human side
of livestock raising (Human Capital)
• Worker-safety and human relations training
are the most prevalent types of training
that that are carried out.
• The greatest demand is for financial literacy
and (more) human relations training.
• Few people – men or women– have
received sexual abuse training.
• Among women workers, there appeared to
be some interest in sexual abuse training.
• Only 1/3 of workers felt their employers had
clear procedures for dealing with sexual
harassment.

the
employer
I don't has rules
know
no
clear
protocol
Does the firm have internal procedures for
dealing with sexual harassment
complaints? (N = 26). Responses included
"the employer has rules with a clear protocol
on how to file a complaint," "the employer
does not have a clear protocol," and "I don't
know if such a protocol exists."

Human Capital

How many days per week
do you work on the farm or
at the egg factory (N=25)?

Part time (2-5 hrs.)
How many people live in your
home (are in your household)?
10
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8-9 hrs.

10-12 hrs.

How many hours per day do you work
at the farm or egg factory (N=28)?

Social Capital

Do you belong to local groups,
associations or organizations, e.g.,
church, clubs, regular get-togethers with
friends?. Number of groups (N = 22).
11

4/28/2020

Add a footer

Have you gotten together with friends in the
past month to talk, eat, or drink in someone’s house or in a public setting? N=15)

Social Capital

Has your employer given you animals or
has s/he allowed you to keep animals on
the employer's property? (N = 27)
12
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In addition to your
salary, has your
employer provided you
with other goods (e.g.,
a house, milk, eggs,
meat)? N=26)

Do you have
a bank
account?
(N = 24).

Political Capital

Have you attended a meeting where discussions were
held or decisions made about local issues (e.g., meetings
of school board, city council, board of supervisors, a
Latino organization, a group of neighbors, etc?
(Seven options were offered and we simply counted the
number circled.)
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Built Capital

Do you own your own home without a
mortgage (1) (hipoteca), with a
mortgage (2), do you pay rent (3), or do
you have some other arrangement (4)?

What kind of housing structure do you
live in [house, apartment, trailer]?
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Cultural Capital
U.
S.
Central A.

America

Mexico

In what country were you born?
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Cultural Capital
Most respondents have or live with family.

Female

Male

What sex are you?
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what is your civil status [married, living
with partner, separated, or single] ?

Financial Capital

Do you send remittances to family
members in another country (N = 27)?

Question

Mean

Median

Hourly Wage

$13.95

$13.50

Annual amount you
earned in 2017

$37,282

$33,000

• 2/3 send remittances to their home country
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Is there a pathway
from farmworker to
farmer?

Would you like to operate a farm?
(N = 18)

5 (28%)

Do you have access to farm land?
(N = 25)

13 (72%)

How many acres do you have as an
owner or operator? (N=8)

2
farmers
1 farmer

4 (16%)

3
farmers

1
1
farfarmer
mer

5 (20%)

No

16 (64%)

Yes

No
18
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Yes, in Sioux Co.

In home country

2.5 acres

5 acres

15 acres

37 acres

12 acres

Financial Capital
Sources of Capital

Number of persons receiving loans in
the past five years by source
25
20
15
10
5
0

Employer Bank

Friend

Fellow Relative Informal
worker
loan
(Payday
lender)

Yes
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No

Other

Has your employer given you animals or
has s/he allowed you to keep animals on the
employer's property? (N = 27)

In five years, do you expect (esperar)
to operate your own farm? (N = 14)

No
20
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Yes

Challenges faced by farmworkers in Iowa
(Negative Capitals)
• Farmworkers are not protected under the National Labor Relations Act of
1938, nor by OSHA (Political Capital).
• Little time for family and community life ( Social Capital).
• Social service agencies complain that continuity in counselling or treatment is
difficult because men in particular work long hours.
• If both adults work, child care is an issue.

• Many are in families that contain undocumented individuals. Men and
women agree that is a major problem. (Human Capital)
• Lack of access to social programs such as Medicaid, ACA, etc .

• Housing and transportation issues are intertwined (Built Capital).

• Sioux County is prosperous and growing. Housing is expensive in the two main
towns. Choices are to pay up to half of income in rent, or to live in a smaller town
and have to figure how best to get to work – and to risk getting arrested.

That’s All, Folks!
Preguntas?

